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Abstract : This article is to investigate the main forms and causes of corruption and provides anti-corruption policies. It is
significant to find out how both interact and affect each other. The research focuses particularly on the case study of Iraq from
2003 to 2023. In this way, the main methods of analysis will be the system approach to analyze the relationship of different
elements of the political system of Iraq in the context of corruption, the process-tracing method to explain the reasons for
corruption, and content analysis of the official documents important for the research topic. Moreover, the SWOT analysis will
be used in the part about the anti-corruption policies. This article concludes that the main causes behind corruption in Iraq are
power distribution based on muhassasa tayifiya (power apportionment based on ethno-sectarianism), decentralized political
system,  sectarian  division,  Iran,  and  socio-cultural  structure.  The  main  forms  of  corruption  in  the  country  are  illegal
enrichment,  using  public  positions  for  sectarian  agenda,  criminal  corruption,  bribery,  political  patronage,  clientelism,
cronyism, nepotism, embezzlement, kickback, extortion, money laundry, speed money, theft, and justice obstruction. The main
anti-corruption policies in Iraq are establishing the Commission of Integrity, Board of Supreme Audit, Inspectors General and
Parliamentary Committee, Internalization (assistance from foreign actors), economic adjustment and financial reform, and the
new anti-corruption program of the new Prime Minister (Mohamed Shiyah al-Sudani).
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