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Abstract : Climate change has long been the focus of attention for the growing impact of extreme weather events and global
warming in many areas of the planet and the evidence of economic, social, and environmental damage caused by global
warming. Nowadays, climate change is recognized as a critical global problem. Several initiatives have been undertaken over
time to enhance the long theoretical debate and field experience in order to reduce Co2 emissions and contain climate
alteration. However, the awareness that climate change is already taking place has led to a growing demand for adaptation. It
is certainly a matter of anticipating the negative effects of climate change but, at the same time, implementing appropriate
actions to prevent climate change-related damage, minimize the problems that may result, and also seize any opportunities
that may arise. Consequently, adaptation has become a core element of climate policy and research. However, the attention to
this issue has not developed in a uniform manner across countries. Some countries are further ahead than others. This paper
examines the literature on climate change adaptation developed until 2018 in Italy, considering the urban dimension, to
provide a framework for it, and to identify main topics and features. The papers were selected from Scopus and were analyzed
through a matrix that we propose. Results demonstrate that adaptation to climate change studies attracted increasing attention
from Italian scientific communities in the last years, although Italian scientific production is still quantitatively lower than in
other countries and describes strengths and weaknesses in line with international panorama with respect to objectives, sectors,
and problems.
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