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Abstract : During the Coronavirus pandemic, collaborative online international learning (COIL) emerged as an alternative to
overseas sojourns. However, now that face-to-face classes have resumed and students are studying abroad, the rationale for
doing COIL is not always clear amongst educators and students. Also, the logistics of COIL become increasingly complicated
when participants involved in a potential collaboration have different second language (L2) learning goals. In this paper, the
researcher will report on a study involving two bilingual, cross-cultural COIL courses between students at a university in Japan
and those studying in North America, from April to December, 2022. The students in Japan were enrolled in an intercultural
communication class in their L2 of English, while the students in Canada and the United States were studying intermediate
Japanese as their L2. Based on a qualitative survey and journaling data received from 31 students in Japan, and employing a
transcendental phenomenological research design, the researcher will highlight the students’ essence of experience during
COIL.  Essentially,  students  benefited from the experience through improved communicative competences and increased
knowledge of the target culture, even when the L2 learning goals between institutions differed. Students also reported that the
COIL experience was effective in preparation for actual study abroad, as opposed to a replacement for it, which challenges the
existing literature. Both educators and administrators will be exposed to the perceptions of Japanese university students
towards COIL, which could be generalized to other higher education contexts, including those in Southeast Asia. Readers will
also be exposed to ideas for developing more effective pre-departure study abroad programs and domestic intercultural
curriculum through COIL, even when L2 learning goals may differ between participants.
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