
Commercialization of Film Festivals: An Autobiographical Analysis
Authors : Önder M. Özdem
Abstract : Producing and circulating films of professional standards have become technically easier with the development and
widespread use of digital recording and distribution technologies. Additionally, film festivals on common platforms have rapidly
increased  in  numbers  and  diversity.  On  the  one  hand,  no-charge  applications  result  in  excessive  submissions;  thus,  it
complicates the evaluation and selection process. On the other hand, festival’s high submission fees may make the distribution
of films with a limited budget very difficult. Inspired by the author’s engagement with the film industry as both a pre-jury
member of an international film festival and an applicant to many festivals, this study discusses the causes and consequences
of the increasing commercialization of film festivals. The author’s double identity, both as a jury and an applicant, provides a
comparative perspective through which one can unfold the different dimensions and dynamics in the film production and
distribution processes.
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