
Animated Poetry-Film: Poetry in Action
Authors : Linette van der Merwe
Abstract  :  It  is  known that  visual  artists,  performing artists,  and literary  artists  have  inspired each other  since  time
immemorial. The enduring, symbiotic relationship between the various art genres is evident where words, colours, lines, and
sounds act as metaphors,  a physical separation of the transcendental reality of art.  Simonides of Keos (c.  556-468 BC)
confirmed this, stating that a poem is a talking picture, or, in a more modern expression, a picture is worth a thousand words.
It can be seen as an ancient relationship, originating from the epigram (tombstone or artefact inscriptions), the carmen
figuratum (figure poem), and the ekphrasis (a description in the form of a poem of a work of art). Visual artists, including
Michelangelo, Leonardo da Vinci, and Goethe, wrote poems and songs. Goya, Degas, and Picasso are famous for their works of
art and for trying their hands at poetry. Afrikaans writers whose fine art is often published together with their writing, as in the
case of Andries Bezuidenhout, Breyten Breytenbach, Sheila Cussons, Hennie Meyer, Carina Stander, and Johan van Wyk,
among others, are not a strange phenomenon either. Imitating one art form into another art form is a form of translation,
transposition,  contemplation,  and discovery of  artistic  impressions,  showing parallel  interpretations rather than physical
comparison. It is especially about the harmony that exists between the different art genres, i.e., a poem that describes a
painting or a visual text that portrays a poem that becomes a translation, interpretation, and rediscovery of the verbal text, or
rather, from the word text to the image text. Poetry-film, as a form of such a translation of the word text into an image text, can
be considered a hybrid, transdisciplinary art form that connects poetry and film. Poetry-film is regarded as an intertwined
entity of word, sound, and visual image. It is an attempt to transpose and transform a poem into a new artwork that makes the
poem more accessible to people who are not necessarily open to the written word and will, in effect, attract a larger audience
to a genre that  usually  has a limited market.  Poetry-film is  considered a creative expression of  an inverted ekphrastic
inspiration, a visual description, interpretation, and expression of a poem. Research also emphasises that animated poetry-film
is not widely regarded as a genre of anything and is thus severely under-theorized. This paper will focus on Afrikaans animated
poetry-films as a multimodal transposition of a poem text to an animated poetry film, with specific reference to animated
poetry-films in Filmverse I (2014) and Filmverse II (2016).
Keywords : poetry film, animated poetry film, poetic metaphor, conceptual metaphor, monomodal metaphor, multimodal
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