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Abstract : The Broiler Poultry subsector is dominated by small scale production with low aggregate output. The high cost of
inputs currently experienced in Nigeria tends to aggravate the situation; hence many broiler farmers struggle to break-even.
This study was designed to examine income and input factors in small scale deep liter broiler production in Imo state, Nigeria.
Specifically, the study examined; socio-economic characteristics of small scale deep liter broiler producing Poultry farmers;
estimate cost and returns of broiler production in the area; analyze input factors in broiler production in the area and examined
marketability, age and profitability of the enterprise. A multi-stage sampling technique was adopted in selecting 60 small scale
broiler farmers who use deep liter system from 6 communities through the use of structured questionnaire. The socioeconomic
characteristics of the broiler farmers and the profitability/ marketability age of the birds were described using descriptive
statistical tools such as frequencies, means and percentages. Gross margin analysis was used to analyze the cost and returns to
broiler production, while Cobb Douglas production function was employed to analyze input factors in broiler production. The
result  of  the study revealed that the cost of  feed (P<0.1),  deep liter material  (P<0.05) and medication (P<0.05) had a
significant positive relationship with the gross return of broiler farmers in the study area, while cost of labour, fuel and day old
chicks were not significant. Furthermore, Gross profit margin of the farmers who market their broiler at the 8th week of
rearing was 80.7%; and 78.7% and 60.8% for farmers who market at the 10th week and 12th week of rearing, respectively. The
business is, therefore, profitable but at varying degree. Government and Development partners should make deliberate efforts
to curb the current rise in the prices of poultry feeds, drugs and timber materials used as bedding so as to widen the profit
margin and encourage more farmers to go into the business.  The farmers equally need more technical  assistance from
extension agents with regards to timely and profitable marketing.
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