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Abstract : Globally, a country’s maritime security has a significant impact on its national development because it serves as a
major source of a commercial contact and food supply. However, the country has been faced with a number of problems, such
as piracy, kidnapping, illegal bunkering and oil theft. As such, the study examined the contribution and the relationship
between maritime security and Nigeria’s development, as well as the prospects and challenges of maritime security in Nigeria.
The study utilized a questionnaire and focused group discussion/interview as instruments for data collection. The method of
analysis employed in the study is descriptive. A total of Three Hundred and Ninety (390) respondents were randomly selected.
The result of the study showed that maritime security contributes to national development in Nigeria by guaranteeing food
security  in  Nigeria,  creating employment opportunities  as  well  as  increasing the Gross Domestic  Product  (GDP) of  the
economy. It was also found that maritime security is yet to provide sufficient support for national development in Nigeria. It is
further established that it has prospects for development through the creation of employment opportunities, increase in foreign
earnings, and fostering improved living standards for citizens. The study concluded that the high level of corruption, piracy and
kidnapping, lack of political will by the government and the porosity of the Nigerian borders are serious obstacles, among
others.  In  attempting  to  solve  the  problem of  piracy  and  kidnapping  in  Nigerian  maritime,  to  contribute  to  National
development, it is primordial to address the cancer of corruption, poverty, and youth unemployment. In view of this, the study
recommends: among other things, that the maritime industry should be well secured by removing its constraints/bottlenecks so
as to enhance its contributions to national development.
Keywords : maritime security, national development, terrorism, piracy
Conference Title : ICCTHS 2023 : International Conference on Counter Terrorism and Human Security
Conference Location : New York, United States
Conference Dates : May 15-16, 2023

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Law and Political Sciences

Vol:17, No:05, 2023

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 L
aw

 a
nd

 P
ol

iti
ca

l S
ci

en
ce

s 
Vo

l:1
7,

 N
o:

05
, 2

02
3 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/1
66

06
5.

pd
f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 17(05) 2023 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/166065.pdf

