World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences
Vol:17, No:10, 2023

Digital Humanities in The US/Mexico Borderlands: Activism, Literature, and
Border Crossers

Authors : Martin Camps

Abstract : The two-thousand-mile border that divides the United States and Mexico is a “contact zone” of cultural friction and
unbalanced power relations as defined by Mary Louise Pratt. The interest of this paper is to analyze digital platforms created to
address the study and comprehension of the borderlands with pedagogical and research reasons. The paper explores ways to
engage students in archival and analytical practices to build a repository of resources, links, and digital tools and consider how
to adapt them to the study of the borderlands. Sites such as “Torn Apart / Separados,” “Digital Borderlands,” “Borderlands
Archives Cartography,” and “Juaritos Literario” show visualizations, mapping, and access to materials and marginal literature
on the border phenomenon. Analyzing these projects contributes to highlighting digital projects and the study of the border
and how to engage in activism via the study of literature and the representation of a human tragedy that underscores the
divisions and biopolitics imposed on the Global South and imagine the digital border futures.
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