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Abstract : This study investigated the trends in language testing in Primary Schools in Rivers State. English language past
question papers were collected from four (4) Primary Schools in Onelga Local Government Area and Ahoada East Local
Government Area. Four research questions guided the study. The study is aimed at finding out the appropriateness of test
formats used for language testing and the language skills tested. The past question papers collected which served as the
instrument were analyzed based on given criteria developed by the researchers in line with documentary frequency studies, a
type of survey study. The study revealed that some of the four language skills were not adequately assessed and that the termly
question papers were developed by a central examination body. From the past questions, it was observed that an imbalance
exists in the test format used. The paper recommended that all the language skills should be tested using correct test formats
to ensure that pupils were given a fair chance to show what they know and can do in English language and for teachers to be
able to use the test results for effective decision making.
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