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Abstract : The study attempts to find out the role of the community and the government support, flood experience, flood
education, and education of the male-headed households in their livelihood resilience. The study is based on a randomly drawn
sample of 472 households from the river basins of Ganga and Kosi in the district of Bhagalpur, Bihar. Structural equation
modeling (SEM) and analysis of variance (ANOVA) methods are used to analyze the data. The findings of the study reveal that
the role(s) of the community support though is found to be more significant in comparison to the government supports for its
stand by position in rescue and livelihood resilience of the affected households whereas the government support arrives late
and in far less quantity than what is required. However,  the government's support is equally vital  due its control  over
resources, which essentially needed in rescue and rehabilitation of the affected households. The study unravels the strategic
value of households' indigenous knowledge and their flood experience in livelihood resilience.
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