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Abstract : In Nigerian society, women have very little or no involvement in the decision-making process and this is large
because women are objectified as effective means of reproduction and provision of emotional support to the society. Despite
the movements and awareness by international, national and local bodies to promote and encourage women's empowerment,
there are still many factors daunting to the efforts of women in society. This paper examined the critical role of feminism in the
quest for women's emancipation in public life. Guided by African feminism theory, this paper utilizes both historical and
descriptive methods to examine these factors. The paper argues that gender bias in Nigeria's public life is often traced to the
onset of colonialism in Nigeria. Thus the Western cultural notion of colonialism woven around male superiority is reflected in
their relations with Nigerians. The study outlines how women have strategized pathways through patriarchal structures by
deploying their femininity. The paper concludes that women are strong, courageous, natural leaders and indeed have a major
strategic role to play in public life; thus, women's movements and groups remain an important and necessary means of social
cohesion and strength, especially in a country such as Nigeria.
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