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Abstract : Background: In Ghana, water-borne diseases remain a public health concern due to its impact. While marine
pollution has been linked to outbreak of diseases especially in communities along the coast, associated risks such as oil
spillage, marine debris, erosion, improper waste disposal and management practices persist. Objective: The study seeks to
investigate sanitation practices that contribute to marine pollution in Prampram and the prevalence of selected water-borne
diseases (diarrhea and typhoid fever). Method: This study used a descriptive cross-sectional design, employing the mix-method
(qualitative and quantitative) approach. Twenty-two (22) participants were selected and semistructured questionnaire were
administered to them. Additionally, interviews were conducted to collect more information. Further, an observation check-list
was used to aid the data collection process. Secondary data comprising information on water-borne diseases in the district was
acquired from the district health directorate to determine the prevalence of selected water-borne diseases in the community.
Data Analysis: The qualitative data was analyzed using NVIVO® software by adapting the six steps thematic analysis by Braun
and Clarke whiles STATA® version 16 was used to analyze the secondary data collected from the district health directorate. A
descriptive statistic employed using mean, standard deviation, frequencies and proportions were used to summarize the
results.  Results:  The  results  showed  that  open  defecation  and  indiscriminate  waste  disposal  were  the  main  practices
contributing to marine pollution in Prampram and its effect on public health. Conclusion: These findings have implications on
public health and the environment, thus effort needs to be stepped up in educating the community on best sanitation practices.
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