
Importance of Secularism in Iraq
Authors : Azhin Hamad Ameen
Abstract : This research paper explores the concept of secularism in Iraq, analyzing its historical development, contemporary
manifestations,  and potential  future trajectories.  Using a combination of  qualitative and quantitative methods,  including
archival research, interviews with experts and practitioners, and surveys of public opinion, the study examines the complex and
often contested relationship between religion, politics, and state power in Iraq. The research finds that secularism has played a
significant role in shaping Iraq's political and social landscape over the past century, reflecting both the influence of Western
modernity and the challenges of managing religious diversity in a multiethnic, multi-sectarian society. However, the study also
reveals that secularism in Iraq is highly contested and fragmented, with competing visions and interpretations among different
groups and factions. The research identifies several key factors that have contributed to this fragmentation, including the
legacy of colonialism, sectarian conflicts, external interventions, and the rise of Islamist movements. Despite these challenges,
the study suggests that secularism continues to hold important potential for promoting democratic governance, protecting
human rights, and fostering social cohesion in Iraq. The research concludes by outlining several key policy recommendations
for strengthening secularism in Iraq, including promoting interfaith dialogue and tolerance, enhancing public education and
civic engagement, and supporting grassroots initiatives for social and political reform. Overall, this research contributes to our
understanding of the complex dynamics of secularism in Iraq and highlights the urgent need for innovative and inclusive
approaches to promoting democratic governance and social justice in the country.
Keywords : secularism, Iraq, religion, politics, state power, historical development, contemporary manifestations, multiethnic
society, multi-sectarian society, western modernity, religious diversity, fragmentation, colonialism, sectarian conflicts, external
interventions, Islamist movements, democratic governance, human rights, social cohesion, interfaith dialogue, tolerance, public
education, civic engagement, grassroots initiatives, social and political reform
Conference Title : ICS 2023 : International Conference on Secularism
Conference Location : Ottawa, Canada
Conference Dates : July 03-04, 2023

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences

Vol:17, No:07, 2023

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 H
um

an
iti

es
 a

nd
 S

oc
ia

l S
ci

en
ce

s 
Vo

l:1
7,

 N
o:

07
, 2

02
3 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/1
65

48
2.

pd
f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 17(07) 2023 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/165482.pdf

