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Abstract : The energy sector continues to face increased scrutiny due to climate change challenges emanating from the
burning of fossil fuels, such as coal, oil, and gas. These climate change challenges have motivated industry practitioners and
researchers alike to gain an interest in the way businesses operate. This paper aimed to investigate and assess how small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) are reducing the impact of their operations, especially those within their supply chains, by
assessing the sustainability practices they have adopted and implemented as well as the benefits and challenges of adopting
such practices. Data will be collected from SMEs operating across the downstream oil and gas sector in Nigeria using
questionnaire surveys. To analyse the data, confirmatory factor analysis and regression analysis will be performed. This
method is deemed more suitable and appropriate for testing predefined measurements of sustainable supply chain practices as
contained in the extant literature. Preliminary observations indicate a consensus on the awareness of the sustainability concept
amongst the target participants. To the best of our knowledge, this paper is among the first to investigate the sustainability
practices of SMEs operating in the Nigerian oil and gas sector and will therefore contribute to the sustainability and circular
economic literature.
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