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Abstract :  Spatial  and anthropogenic  factors  influencing nest-site  selection in  birds  need to  be identified for  effective
conservative practices. Environmental attributes such as food availability, predator density, previous reproductive success,
etc., provide information regarding the site's quality. An artificial nest box experiment was carried out to evaluate the effect of
various factors on nest-site selection, as it is hard to assess the natural cavities. The experiment was conducted whereby half of
the boxes were filled with old nest material. Artificial nest boxes created with different materials and different sizes and colors
were installed at different heights. A total of 14 out of 60 nest boxes were occupied and four of them faced predation. The birds
explored a total of 32 out of 60 nests, whereas anthropogenic factors destroyed 25 out of 60 nests. Birds chose empty nest
boxes at higher rates however, there was no obvious avoidance of sites having high ectoparasites load due to old nest material.
It is also possible that the preference towards the artificial nest boxes may differ from year to year because of several climatic
factors and the age of old nest material affecting the parasite's survival. These variables may fluctuate from one season to
another. Considering these factors, nest-site selection experiments concerning the effectiveness of artificial nest boxes should
be  carried  out  over  several  successive  seasons.  This  topic  may  stimulate  further  studies,  which  could  lead  to  a  fully
understanding the birds' evolutionary ecology. Precise information on these factors influencing nest-site selection can be
essential from an economic point of view as well.
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