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Abstract : This paper is part of a PhD mixed-method project currently conducted in the Saudi context. This paper explores the
challenges  novice  Arabic  language  teachers  (ALT)  face  when  starting  the  teaching  profession  through  semi-structured
interviews with ten teachers and a questionnaire with 208 teachers. The data provided details of the challenges faced by those
teachers and reasons why they face such a challenge. From the data, it can be deduced that schools are advanced and updated
continuously, and the preparation program does not cope with that. This situation makes teachers struggle to cover the gap
between what they learnt in their preparation and what is expected from them as teachers when they started their teaching
profession. This paper suggests conducting further research to better understand this phenomenon by shedding light on the
content of teachers' preparation programs.
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