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Abstract : In developing countries such as India, China, and South Africa, disposal of household solid waste in rural areas is of
great  concern.  Rural  communities  face  numerous  challenges  that  include the  absence of  waste  collection services  and
sanitation facilities. The inadequate provision of waste collection and sanitation services results to the occurrence of infectious
diseases e.g., malaria. The gap in the management of household solid waste between rural and urban communities, whereby
urban communities have better waste management services compared to rural areas is an environmental injustice towards
rural communities. The unequal distribution of infrastructure in South Africa’s waste management is a concern that stems from
the spatial inequalities of the country’s apartheid history. The Limpopo province has a higher proportion of households without
waste collection services from the municipality. The present research objectives are to investigate the public’s perceptions and
factors contributing to the management of household solid waste in two contrasting rural Wards in the Greater Tzaneen
Municipality. There is limited data and studies that have been conducted to understand the management of household solid
waste in rural areas, and specifically, for the Greater Tzaneen Municipality located in the Limpopo province, South Africa. The
findings of the study will propose recommendations to the Greater Tzaneen Municipality, rural municipalities in South Africa,
and globally to explore sustainable methods to manage household solid waste and explore economic opportunities within the
waste management sector to alleviate poverty in rural communities.
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