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Abstract : In the 1960s, the concept of preserving heritage monuments was first introduced. During the 1990s, the concept of
cultural  landscapes gained importance,  highlighting the importance of  culture and heritage.  Throughout this  paper,  we
examine the second category of the cultural landscape, which is an organically evolving landscape as it represents a web of
tangible, intangible, and ecological heritage and the ways in which they can be rejuvenated. Cultural landscapes in various
regions, such as the Chettinad Village clusters, are in serious decline, which is identified through the Heritage Passport
program of this area (2007). For this reason, it is necessary to conduct a detailed analysis of the factors that contribute to this
degradation to ensure its protection in the future. An analysis of the cultural landscape of the Chettinad Village clusters and its
impact on the community is presented in this paper. The paper follows the first objective, which is to understand cultural
landscapes and their different criteria and categories. It is preceded by the study of various methods for protecting cultural
landscapes. To identify a core area of intervention based on the parameters of Cultural Landscapes and Community Based
Tourism, a study and analysis of the regional context of Chettinad village clusters considering tourism development must first
be conducted. Lastly, planning interventions for integrating community-based tourism in Chettinad villages for the purpose of
rejuvenating the cultural landscapes of the villages as well as their communities. The major findings include the importance of
the local community in protecting cultural landscapes. The parameters identified to have an impact on Chettinad Village
clusters  are a  community  (community  well-being,  local  maintenance,  and enhancement,  demand,  alternative  income for
community, public participation, awareness), tourism (location and physical access, journey time, tourist attractions), integrity
(natural factors, natural disasters, demolition of structures, deterioration of materials) authenticity (sense of place, living
elements,  building  techniques,  artistic  expression,  religious  context)  disaster  management  (natural  disasters)  and
environmental impact (pollution). This area can be restored to its former glory and preserved as part of the cultural landscape
for future generations by focusing on and addressing these parameters within the identified core area of the Chettinad Villages
cluster (Kanadukathan TP, Kothamangalam, Kottaiyur, Athangudi, Karikudi, and Palathur).
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