
The Sublimation Of Personal Drama Into Mythological Tale: ‘‘The Search Of
Golden Fleece’’ By Alexander Mcqueen, Givenchy

Authors : Ani Hambardzumyan
Abstract : The influence of Greek culture and Greek mythology on the fashion industry is enormous. The first reason behind
this is that Greek culture is one of the core elements to form the clothing tradition in Europe. French fashion houses have
always been considered one of the leading cloth representatives in the world. As we could perceive in the first chapter, they
are among the first ones to get inspired from Greek cultural heritage and apply it while creating their garments. The French
fashion industry has kept traditional classical elements in clothes for decades. However, from the second half of the 20th
century,  this  idea  started  to  alter  step  by  step.  Society  was  transforming its  vision  with  the  influence  of  avant-garde
movements. Hence, the fashion industry needed to transform its conception as well. However, it should be mentioned that
fashion brands never stopped looking at the past when creating a new perspective or vision. Paradoxically, Greek mythology
and clothing tradition continued to be applied even in the search of new ideas or new interpretations. In 1997 Alexander
McQueen presents his first Haute Couture collection for French fashion house Givenchy, inspired by Greek mythology and
titled ‘‘Search for The Golden Fleece.’’ Perhaps, this was one of the most controversial Haute Couture shows that French
audience could expect to see and French media could capture and write about. The paper discuss Spring/Summer 1997
collection ‘‘The Search of  Golden Fleece’’  by Alexander McQueen.  It  should be mentioned that there has not been yet
conducted researches to analyze the mythological and archetypal nature of the collection, as well as general observations that
go beyond traditional historical reviews are few in number. Here we will observe designer’s transformative new approach
regarding Greek heritage and the media’s perception of it while collection was presented. On top of that, we will observe
Alexander McQueen life in the parallel line with the fashion show since the collection is nothing else but the sublimation of his
personal journey and drama.
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