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Abstract : This doctoral research has been successfully approved by a specialist upgrade panel, and it presents the proposition
that the KSA policy for combating maritime terrorism is inadequate and current governance frameworks, including laws, are
insufficiently developed to respond effectively and fairly to maritime terrorism. It will examine the legal system in the KSA in
terms of effectiveness fairness, as well as investigate this proposition to determine what factors have contributed to such a
deficiency. The main focus of this research will draw upon the policies, laws, and practices of the KSA, as well as UK and
international laws and policies, to assess whether it is feasible to apply them in the context of the KSA. This thesis will
recommend strategies regarding maritime terrorism to enrich the legal and policy frameworks and address the current and
future dynamics of maritime terrorism adequately. To derive suitable improvements, UK policies, laws, and practices will be
considered for policy transfer purposes. As for studies focused on the KSA, since the KSA is a Muslim state, it will be important
to assess the impact of Islamic Law or Sharia Law subject to the doctrines of fairness and effectiveness to comprehend how the
KSA’s legal system operates and determine the boundaries it sets for the response to maritime terrorism. This thesis will
propose  that  more  reforms  are  needed  to  effectively  and  fairly  deal  with  maritime  terrorism based  on  the  prevailing
understanding of Sharia law. The research will address the international perspectives on the problem of maritime terrorism
and international cooperation of the KSA regarding maritime terrorism and consider the need for further developments.
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