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Abstract : Aim: This study aims to present the Sustainability Innovation Capacity Building Framework (SICBF) to enable the
wider public to achieve UN Sustainable Development Goals (UN SDGs) for a sustainable future. The intrinsically interwoven
nature of sustainability requires systematic approaches to attain. However, there is a lack of an effective framework for
capacity  building that  enables  a  systematic  implementation approach for  UN SDGs.  The SICBF illustrates  the six  core
components and their dynamics: 1. Momentum creation; 2. Exposure to diverse worldviews; 3. Serendipity/Eureka moment; 4.
Creative problem solving; 5. Individual empowerment; 6. Systems thinking. Method: First, a structured literature review was
used to synthesise existing sustainability competencies studies and generic innovation competencies. Secondly, the conceptual
framework based on literature findings was tested with the participants' survey and interview data collected from four sets of
MAKEathon events. The interview analysis and event observation data were used to further refine and validate the conceptual
framework. Contributions: The scientific contribution of this study is to pave the way for SDGs specific capacity building
framework that caters to the need for systematic approaches to allow the wider public aspiring to tackle the seemingly
intractable  sustainable  development  goals.  The  framework  will  aid  sustainable  development  academics,  educators,  and
practitioners in understanding the dynamics of how capacity building can be facilitated.
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