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Abstract : Disaster Risk Reduction relies heavily on the effective cooperation of both humanitarian and development actors,
particularly in the wake of a disaster, implementing lasting recovery measures that better protect communities from disasters
to come. This can be seen to fit within a broader discussion around integrating humanitarian and development work stretching
back to the 1980s. Over time, a number of key concepts have been put forward, including Linking Relief, Rehabilitation, and
Development (LRRD), Early Recovery (ER), ‘Build Back Better’ (BBB), and the most recent ‘Humanitarian-Development-Peace
Nexus’ or ‘Triple Nexus’ (HDPN) to define these goals and relationship. While this discussion has evolved greatly over time,
from a continuum to a more integrative synergistic relationship, there remains a lack of consensus around how to describe it,
and as such, the reality of effectively closing this gap has yet to be seen. The objective of this research was twofold. First, to
map these four identified concepts (LRRD, ER, BBB & HDPN) used in the literature since 1995 to understand the overall trends
in how this relationship is discussed. Second, map articles reference a combination of these concepts to understand their
interrelationship. A scoping review was conducted for each concept identified. Results were gathered from Google Scholar by
firstly inputting specific boolean search phrases for each concept as they related specifically to disasters each year since 1995
to identify the total number of articles discussing each concept over time. A second search was then done by pairing concepts
together within a boolean search phrase and inputting the results into a matrix to understand how many articles contained
references to more than one of the concepts. This latter search was limited to articles published after 2017 to account for the
more recent emergence of HDPN. It was found that ER and particularly BBB are referred to much more widely than LRRD and
HDPN. ER increased particularly in the mid-2000’s coinciding with the formation of the ER cluster, and BBB, whilst emerging
gradually in the mid-2000s due to its usage in the wake of the Boxing Day Tsunami, increased significantly from about 2015
after its prominent inclusion in Sendai Framework. HDPN has only just started to increase in the last 4-5 years. In regards to
the relationship between concepts, it was found the vast majority of all concepts identified were referred to in isolation from
each other. The strongest relationship was between LRRD and HDPN (8% of articles referring to both), whilst ER-BBB and ER-
HDPN both were about 3%, LRRD-ER 2%, and BBB-HDPN 1% and BBB-LRRD 1%. This research identified a fundamental issue
around the lack of consensus and even awareness of different approaches referred to within academic literature relating to
integrating humanitarian and development work. More research into synthesizing and learning from a range of approaches
could work towards better closing this gap.
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