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Abstract : Dynamic changes in modern life and habitation due to demographic, urban, technology, and ecological factors
affect the size of modern homes leading to a trend of decreasing their area. The current paper aims to investigate the
differences between “micro” homes and “small” homes. In Bulgaria, these two types are not included in legal regulations, and
therefore, a precise definition and special requirements are needed and sought in order to include their characteristic features
in contemporary individual habitation. The purpose of the current study is to determine limits in built-up volume for the two
types, to create a definition of the terms “micro” and “small” home, and to find methods to distinguish them. A comparative
analysis will  differentiate these types of habitation units, thus determining the boundaries for the built-up area for both
concepts. The analysis is based on a case study from European practices and is focused on defining minimal requirements for
“micro” and “small” home in the context of contemporary demands for high quality habitation in limited areas.
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