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Abstract : Wong Kar-Wai’s multi-genre film 2046, world premiered in 2004, comes with a vibrant mediascape made up of
multiple  named languages,  code-switching,  intertitles,  news  footage  from the  real  world,  and  extra-linguistic  means  of
communication.  In  film-  and  multilingual  studies  it  is  still  a  challenge  to  incorporate  non-languages  into  an  analytical
framework with conventional languages. This paper uses translanguaging theory to read silent practices in Wong Kar-Wai’
2046. Two scenes that feature the silence experience the most are taken as case studies. In these two scenes, we can identify
two tropes of intersemiotic relationships that are co-articulated by silence: patriarchy and unfinished romance, respectively.
The conclusion argues that silence in Wong Kar-Wai’s 2046 exerts multimodal agency by ‘speaking’ directly to the audience
and in mutual directions to characters. Thereby, it moves beyond the passive role of merely accentuating or assisting the aural
register of a film.
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