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Abstract : As one of the most important linguistic inquiries, the topic of the intertwined relationship between language, the
mind, and the world has attracted many scholars. In the fifties, Sapir and Whorf advocated the hypothesis that language shapes
our cultural realities as an early attempt to provide answers to this linguistic inquiry. Later, discursive psychology views the
linguistic behavior as “a dynamic form of social practice which constructs the social world, individual selves and identity.”
(Jorgensen & Phillips 2002, 118). Discursive psychology also considers discourse as a trigger of social action and change.
Building on discursive psychology and motivation theory, this paper examines the impact of linguistic behavior of the Moroccan
coach Walid Reggragui on the Moroccan team’s exceptional performance in Qatar 2022 Soccer World Cup. The data used in
the research is based on interviews conducted by the Moroccan coach prior and during the World Cup. Using a discourse
analysis of the linguistic behavior of Reggragui, this paper shows how the linguistic behavior of Reggragui provided support for
the three psychological needs: sense of belonging, competence, and autonomy. As any CDA research, this paper uses a
triangulated theoretical framework that includes language, cognition and society.
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