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Abstract : Norm-critical pedagogy is an approach originating from intersectional gender pedagogy, feminist pedagogy, queer
pedagogy, and critical pedagogy. In the Swedish context, the norm critical approach is rising in popularity, and norms that are
highlighted or challenged are, for example, various dimensions of power such as ’whiteness norm’, discourses of ’Swedishness’,
’middle  class  norm’,  heteronormativity,  and  body  functionality.  Instead  of  seeing  students  as  a  homogenous  group,
intersectional pedagogy focuses on the consequences of differences and on critically paying attention to differences. The
perspective encourages teachers to assess their teaching methods,  material,  and the course literature provided in their
education. The classical sociological literature that most students encounter when studying behaviour science or sociology has,
in recent years, been referred to as the sociological canon. The sociological perspectives of the classical scholars included in
the canon have, in many ways, shaped how we perceive the history of sociology and theories of the modern world in general.
The sociological canon has, in recent decades, been challenged by, amongst others, feminist, post-colonial, and queer theorists.
This urges us to further investigate the implications that this might have on sociological and behavioural science education, as
well  as on pedagogical  considerations and teaching methods.  This  qualitative case study focuses on the experiences of
implementing a norm critical pedagogical perspective in an online behavioural science programme at Kristianstad University in
Sweden. Interviews and informal conversations were conducted in 2022 with teachers regarding their experiences of teaching
online,  of  implementing  a  student-centred  learning  approach,  and  their  experiences  of  implementing  a  norm  critical
perspective in sociology and criminology courses. The study demonstrates the inclusion aspect of online education, the benefits
of adopting a norm critical perspective, the challenges that arise when updating course literature, and the urgent need for
guidance and education for teachers regarding inclusion and paying attention to power asymmetry.
Keywords : norm critical pedagogy, online-education, sociological canon, sweden
Conference Title : ICHE 2023 : International Conference on Higher Education
Conference Location : London, United Kingdom
Conference Dates : October 16-17, 2023

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Educational and Pedagogical Sciences

Vol:17, No:10, 2023

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 E
du

ca
tio

na
l a

nd
 P

ed
ag

og
ic

al
 S

ci
en

ce
s 

Vo
l:1

7,
 N

o:
10

, 2
02

3 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

ns
.w

as
et

.o
rg

/a
bs

tr
ac

ts
/1

63
78

7.
pd

f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 17(10) 2023 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/163787.pdf

