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Abstract : Queer patients can face issues with self-advocating due to the factors of implicit provider bias, lack of tools and
resources  to  self-advocate,  and lack  of  comfortability  in  self-advocating based on prior  experiences.  In  this  study,  five
participants who identify as queer discussed their interactions with their healthcare providers. This exploratory study revealed
that there is a need for healthcare provider education to reduce implicit bias and judgments about queer patients. There is also
an important need for peer advocates in order to further inform healthcare promotion and decision-making before and during
provider visits in an effort for a better outcome. Through this exploration, queer patients voiced their experiences and concerns
to inform a need for change in healthcare collaboration between providers and patients in the queer community.
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