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Abstract : Dalit and tribal communities in India have the largest suicide rate; however, the current literature does not reflect
this reality. While existing research acknowledges socio-cultural risk factors, it fails to discuss structural issues pertaining to
marginalized communities in India. Furthermore, the language is framed in an individualistic manner which denies room for
recognizing systemic violence and injustice among causative agents of suicide. We aim to examine the representation of Dalit
and tribal identities and their experiences of marginalisation as a contributive factor of suicide, as well as discuss the epistemic
injustice involved in its exclusion. Electronic searches of PubMed, PsychInfo, and Web of Science databases will be carried out
from inception till January 2023 to conduct a systematic scoping review of peer-reviewed articles; it will include all studies
involving psychological autopsy in India. A narrative synthesis will be performed to gain insight into the inclusion of the
experiences of Dalits and Tribals, the absence of which indicates a lacking understanding of suicide in India. It is also expected
to highlight the alienation of lived experiences and narratives of marginalisation from mainstream discourse on suicide that
constitutes epistemic injustice. There is a complex interplay of psychological, socio-cultural, economic, and political factors for
suicide in the Indian setting. But, political and systemic issues are often downplayed in suicide etiology, including casteist
assault, rape, violence, public humiliation, and discrimination which deserves more research attention.
Keywords : dalits, marginalisation, psychological autopsy, suicide, tribals
Conference Title : ICBSMH 2023 : International Conference on Behavioral Science and Mental Health
Conference Location : Paris, France
Conference Dates : November 27-28, 2023

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Psychological and Behavioral Sciences

Vol:17, No:11, 2023

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 P
sy

ch
ol

og
ic

al
 a

nd
 B

eh
av

io
ra

l S
ci

en
ce

s 
Vo

l:1
7,

 N
o:

11
, 2

02
3 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/1
63

38
2.

pd
f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 17(11) 2023 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/163382.pdf

