Open Science Index, Psychological and Behavioral Sciences Vol:17, No:03, 2023 publications.waset.org/abstracts/163357.pdf

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Psychological and Behavioral Sciences
Vol:17, No:03, 2023

Medical Ethics: Knowledge, Attitude and Practices among Young Healthcare
Professionals - A Survey from Islamabad, Pakistan

Authors : Asima Mehaboob Khan, Rizwan Taj

Abstract : Purpose: This study aims to estimate the knowledge, attitude and practices of medical ethics among young
healthcare professionals. Method: A qualitative descriptive study was conducted among young healthcare professionals from
both public and private sector medical institutions. Using the convenience sampling technique, 272 healthcare professionals
participated in this study. A pre-structured modified questionnaire was used to collect the data. Descriptive analyses were
executed for each variable. Result: About 76.47% of healthcare professional considers the importance of adequate knowledge
of medical ethics, and 82.24% declared lecture, seminars and clinical discussion as the source of their medical knowledge of
biomedical ethics. About 42.44% of healthcare professionals exhibited a negative attitude toward medical ethics, 57.72%
showed a mildly positive attitude, whereas 1.10% and 0.74% indicated a moderately positive attitude and a highly positive
attitude towards medical ethics. Similarly, the level of practice according to medical ethics is also very poor among young
healthcare professionals. 34.56% of healthcare professionals deviated from medical ethics during their clinical practices,
whereas 0.74% showed a good level of medical practice according to medical ethics. Conclusion: It is concluded in this
research study that young healthcare professionals have adequate theoretical knowledge of medical ethics but are not properly
trained to perform their clinical practices according to the guidelines of medical ethics. Furthermore, their professional
attitude is poorly developed to maintain medical ethics during their clinical practices.
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