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Abstract : This study explores the changing nature of gender roles in two traditional island societies. The research focuses
particularly on the settler populations within each community (the Filipinos in Guam and the Javanese in Bali). The research
seeks to understand the influence of both the forces of globalization and the dynamics of competing cultures on gender roles.
To achieve this, a qualitative research design is used, employing in-depth interviews with individuals from both communities
and field notes from participant observation. The study finds that globalization and competing cultural norms have influenced
traditional gender roles and expectations in two primary areas of social life: the family and the economy. The importance of
these two areas of social life to both communities has led to changes and adaptations in gender roles. In the family context,
individuals reconcile their traditional gender roles from their country of origin with the dominant or indigenous gender roles of
their new place of residence. In the economic context, the study finds that gender roles influence economic participation,
including the types of jobs individuals pursue based on their gender roles. The results of the study provide valuable insights
into the complexities and nuances of gender roles and the different factors that influence their evolution and adaptation over
time. The research also highlights the influence of globalization on traditional societies and settler populations and the ways in
which individuals navigate the competing cultural norms and expectations surrounding gender roles. The research contributes
to a better understanding of the interplay between culture, globalization, and gender roles and the implications of these
changes for individuals and communities.
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