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Abstract : Introduction: Re-TURBT has been recommended by international guidelines for patients with non-muscle invasive
bladder cancer (NMIBC) who are deemed high-risk. Indications for re-TURBTs remain controversial and studies show mixed
outcomes. It should be performed when the initial TURBT specimen lacks detrusor muscle, has tumor stage pT1 or G3/high-
grade, or where resection is deemed incomplete. This ensures complete resection of tumors that have a high risk of recurrence
as well as accurately identifying any tumors which have been upstaged. The aim of this audit was to evaluate the quality of re-
TURBTs in a district general hospital. Method: Data were retrospectively collected from 31 patients who had re-TURBTs
between April 2021 and September 2022. Data included baseline demographics, time from initial to re-TURBT, quality of
operation note, presence of residual tumor, complications, and administration of chemotherapy within 24 hours of the initial
TURBT. Data collection remains ongoing at the time of writing. Results: The mean age was 76 years old and 71.0% of patients
were male. 32.3% of patients had their re-TURBT within six weeks and 32.3% had intravesical chemotherapy administered
within 24 hours of the initial TURBT. 74.2% of initial TURBTs had detrusor muscle present in the specimen. 48.4% of patients
had residual disease following re-TURBT. Just one patient had their pathology upstaged at re-TURBT. The use of the TURBT
proforma on the operation note was variable, with 51.6% and 38.7% of surgeons using the proforma after the initial and re-
TURBT. Conclusion: Re-TURBT improves bladder cancer staging and is necessary in patients who are deemed high-risk in
order to identify any upstaging or recurrence of the disease.
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