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Abstract : Background: Interventional radiology (IR) is a specialized field within radiology that diagnose and treat several
conditions through a minimally invasive surgical procedure that involves the use of various radiological techniques. In the last
few years, the role of IR has expanded to include a variety of organ systems which have been led to an increase in demand for
these Specialties. The level of knowledge regarding IR is relatively low in general. In this study, we aimed to investigate the
perceptions of interventional radiology (IR) as a specialty among medical students and medical interns in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.
Methodology: This study was a cross section. The target population is medical students in January 2023 in Riyadh city, KSA.
We used the questionnaire for face-to-face interviews with voluntary participants to assess their knowledge of Interventional
radiology. Permission was taken from participants to use their information. Assuring them that the data in this study was used
only for scientific purposes. Results: According to the inclusion criteria, a total of 314 students participated in the study. (49%)
of the participants were in the preclinical years, and (51%) were in the clinical years. The findings indicate more than half of
the students think that they had good information about IR (58%), while (42%) reported that they had poor information and
knowledge about IR. Only (28%) of students were planning to take an elective and radiology rotation, (and 27%) said they
would consider a career in IR. (73%) of the participants who would not consider a career in IR, the highest reasons in order
were due to "I do not find it interesting" (45%), then "Radiation exposure" (14%). Around half (48%) thought that an IRs must
complete a residency training program in both radiology and surgery, and just (36%) of the students believe that an IRs must
finish training in radiology. Our data show the procedures performed by IRs that (66%) lower limb angioplasty and stenting
(58%) Cardiac angioplasty or stenting. (68%) of the students were familiar with angioplasty. When asked about the source of
exposure to angioplasty, the majority (46%) were from a cardiologist, (and 16%) were from the interventional radiologist.
Regarding IR career prospects, (78%) of the students believe that IRs have good career prospects. In conclusion, our findings
reveal that the perception and exposure to IR among medical students and interns are generally poor. This has a direct
influence on the student's decision regarding IR as a career path. Recommendations to attract medical students and promote
IR as a career should be increased knowledge among medical students and future physicians through early exposure to IR, and
this will promote the specialty's growth; also, involvement of the Saudi Interventional Radiology Society and Radiological
Society of Saudi Arabia is essential.
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