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Abstract : Background: The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) lists vaccine requirements for children under two years old to
correlate with development markers. CDC lists the coverage by age 24 months to be at least 90% nationally and 84% for Rhode
Island Blackstone Valley Community Health Center (BVCHC) in Central Falls, Rhode Island, currently has a completed
vaccination rate of 51% for children by the age of 24 months. Current barriers to care for up to date well child vaccinations
include lack of transportation, parental work, childcare, and other social stressors. Objective: Increase the vaccination rate of
children under the age of 24 months at BVCHC. Conduct a literature review to identify the common barriers preventing
children under 24 months from receiving vaccinations. Reduce the barriers to expand access to vaccination care for infants
Methods: Setting: Blackstone Valley Community Health Center, Pawtucket, RI Participants: (n=41), Patients between the age
of 20-24 months, not up to date with the CDC vaccination recommendations and without a future appointment. QI Intervention:
Patients were contacted via phone and offered an appointment during extra Saturday clinic hours in order to receive up to date
vaccine care. A Saturday vaccine clinic was established specifically for patients in need of vaccines and having identified
barriers to care. Conclusions: Expanding clinic hours and targeting non vaccine up -to-date patients can increase the current
standard of childhood immunizations at BVCHC. Overcoming barriers preventing childhood immunization can improve access
to providing up to date vaccinations. Other barriers still deter from reaching the national standard of immunizations rates.
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