
The Relationship between 21st Century Digital Skills and the Intention to
Start a Digit Entrepreneurship

Authors : Kathrin F. Schneider, Luis Xavier Unda Galarza
Abstract : In our modern world, few are the areas that are not permeated by digitalization: we use digital tools for work,
study, entertainment, and daily life. Since technology changes rapidly, skills must adapt to the new reality, which gives a
dynamic dimension to the set of skills necessary for people's academic, professional, and personal success. The concept of 21st-
century digital skills, which includes skills such as collaboration, communication, digital literacy, citizenship, problem-solving,
critical  thinking,  interpersonal  skills,  creativity,  and  productivity,  have  been  widely  discussed  in  the  literature.  Digital
transformation has opened many economic opportunities for entrepreneurs for the development of their products, financing
possibilities, and product distribution. One of the biggest advantages is the reduction in cost for the entrepreneur, which has
opened doors not only for the entrepreneur or the entrepreneurial team but also for corporations through intrapreneurship.
The development of students' general literacy level and their digital competencies is crucial for improving the effectiveness and
efficiency of the learning process, as well as for students' adaptation to the constantly changing labor market. The digital
economy allows a free substantial increase in the supply share of conditional and also innovative products; this is mainly
achieved through 5 ways to reduce costs according to the conventional digital economy: search costs, replication, transport,
tracking, and verification. Digital entrepreneurship worldwide benefits from such achievements. There is an expansion and
democratization of entrepreneurship thanks to the use of digital technologies. The digital transformation that has been taking
place in recent years is more challenging for developing countries, as they have fewer resources available to carry out this
transformation while offering all the necessary support in terms of cybersecurity and educating their people. The degree of
digitization (use of digital technology) in a country and the levels of digital literacy of its people often depend on the economic
level and situation of the country. Telefónica's Digital Life Index (TIDL) scores are strongly correlated with country wealth,
reflecting the greater resources that richer countries can contribute to promoting "Digital Life". According to the Digitization
Index, Ecuador is in the group of "emerging countries", while Chile, Colombia, Brazil, Argentina, and Uruguay are in the group
of "countries in transition". According to Herrera Espinoza et al. (2022), there are startups or digital ventures in Ecuador,
especially in certain niches, but many of the ventures do not exceed six months of creation because they arise out of necessity
and not out of the opportunity. However, there is a lack of relevant research, especially empirical research, to have a clearer
vision. Through a self-report questionnaire, the digital skills of students will be measured in an Ecuadorian private university,
according to the skills identified as the six 21st-century skills. The results will be put to the test against the variable of the
intention to start a digital venture measured using the theory of planned behavior (TPB). The main hypothesis is that high
digital competence is positively correlated with the intention to start digital entrepreneurship.
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