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Abstract : Social and cultural processes over the past decades have largely affected the understanding of conventional female
beauty all over the world. Fine arts and design tendencies could not remain unchanged and show a dynamic interplay with
female rights, gender equality, and other social processes. As of now, the area lacks comprehensive academic research on the
tendencies of understanding female beauty in contemporary art. This article makes an attempt to outline and analyse the main
tendencies of contemporary works of art that turn to the image of a woman, including photography, digital art, and various
forms of design. The research bases itself on paintings, performing arts, photography, digital art, and various forms of design,
mainly on the principle of the most broadly resonated in society, as an empirical basis, and on existing researches in the
sphere. The results of the research show a general trend that the concept of female beauty in art is either challenged as such
or its understanding has shifted to individuality, diversity, and the state of mental health. However, some categories of art,
such as digital art in the gaming industry, remain resistant to change and retain the appearance-based understanding of
beauty. Specific tendencies are, firstly, aestheticization of all types of appearances; secondly, a ubiquitous interest in mental
health issues and understanding the state of mental health as a part of beauty; thirdly, a certain infantilization of the image of
the woman is observed as compared to previous decades. The significance of the findings of the research is to contribute to a
scientific understanding of the concept of beauty in contemporary art and to give ground for prospective further related
research in sociology, phycology, etc. The findings might be perceived not only by academics but also by artists and
practitioners in the spheres of art and society.
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