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Abstract : The popular music scene is a highly speculative field of cultural production in which eroticism plays an essential
role in attracting audiences. The juxtaposition of eroticism and cultural products possibly implies the importance of the
representation of cultural values in popular music videos. As with norms in conservative societies, however, there are some
types of inequalities, most of which are dominated by institutional inclinations as opposed to socio-cultural inclinations. This
paper explores the challenges that increasing structural inequality poses to erotic representations, focusing on Iranian popular
music videos. It outlines how eroticism is becoming a leading tool for circumventing institutional inequalities that affect some
cultural values. Using the value-based approach, which draws on visual semiotics and content analysis of Iranian popular music
videos compared to Western popular music videos, this study contends that the problematic nature of eroticism emerges when
sexual representation takes on meaning beyond its commercial purpose. Indeed, erotica has more to say about freedom, social
violence, gender discrimination, and, most importantly, values that can be shared and communicated. The concept of eroticism
used in this study functions as a shared practice and can be perceived through symbols. Furthermore, the conclusions show
that music artists (performers) use eroticism in three ways to represent cultural values: erotic performances, erotic qualities,
and erotic narratives. The expected contribution highlights the role that eroticism can play in the encounter with institutional
inequality and injustice. Consider a female celebrity whose erotic qualities help her body gain attention.
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