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Abstract : Short courses are an integral part of the higher education sector, providing a pathway into tertiary qualifications.
Recently, the Australian government has implemented a range of initiatives to support the development of short courses and
micro-credentials designed to upskill the labor market and meet the needs of the healthcare workforce. While short courses
have been an ongoing component of Australian nursing continuing professional development, there is an immediate need for
more education opportunities as a response to the workforce shortages. However, despite the support for short courses, there
are identified challenges for learners undertaking these courses online. As a result of restrictions to face-to-face classes and
limited access to health services caused by the pandemic, education providers have had to transition to an online delivery
requiring the redesign of skills acquisition. This paper will outline the transition of an immunisation short course to a fully
online format, including the redesign of classes, content and assessment. Concurrently the enrolments for the immunisation
short course substantially increased in direct response to the demand for nurse immunisers.  In addition to providing a
description of the curriculum changes implemented, an analysis of learners’ feedback on their experience of the new format
will be discussed. Furthermore, it will explore the principles identified in the transition process for improving the short course
design and learning activities. Finally, it will propose recommendations to integrate into the delivery of online short courses
and to meet the learners' needs.
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