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Abstract : This study aimed at investigating the association between teacher support and academic resilience in a developing
country. Using the data from PISA 2018 Student Questionnaire and Cognitive Tests, the study provided evidence of the
significant impact teacher support had on reading literacy among 15-year-old students from low socio-economic status (SES)
homes in Vietnam. From a total of 5773 Vietnamese participants from all backgrounds, a sample of 1765 disadvantaged
students was drawn for analysis. As a result, 32 percent of the low SES sample was identified as resilient. Through their
response to the PISA items regarding the frequency of support they received from teachers, the result of Latent Class Analysis
(LCA) divides children into three subgroups: High Support (74.6%), Fair Support (21.6%), and Low Support (3.8%). The high
support group reported the highest proportion of resilient students. Meanwhile, the low support group scored the lowest mean
on reading test and had the lowest rate of resilience. Also, as the level of support increases, reading achievement becomes less
dependent on socioeconomic status, reflected by the decrease in both the slope and magnitude of their correlation. Logistic
regression revealed that 1 unit increase in standardized teacher support would lead to an increase of 29.1 percent in the odds
of a student becoming resilient. The study emphasizes the role of supportive teachers in promoting resilience, as well as
lowering educational inequity in general.
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