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Abstract : The role of images/illustrations in communicating meanings and triggering emotions assumes an increasingly
relevant role in contemporary texts, regardless of the age group for which they are intended or the nature of the texts that host
them. It is no coincidence that children's books are full of illustrations and that the image/text ratio decreases as the age group
grows. The vast majority of children's books can be considered multimodal texts containing text and images/illustrations
interacting with each other to provide the young reader with a broader and more creative understanding of the book's
narrative. This interaction is very diverse, ranging from images/illustrations that are not essential for understanding the
storytelling to those that contribute significantly to the meaning of the story. Usually, these books are also read by adults,
namely by parents, educators, and teachers who act as mediators between the book and the children, explaining aspects that
are or seem to be too complex for the child's context. It should be noted that there are books labeled as children's books that
are clearly intended for both children and adults. In this work, following a qualitative and interpretative methodology based on
written productions, participant observation, and field notes, we will describe the perceptions of future teachers of the 1st
cycle of basic education, attending a master's degree at a Portuguese university, about the role of the image in literary and
non-literary texts, namely in mathematical texts, and how these can constitute precious resources for emotional regulation and
for the design of creative didactic situations. The analysis of the collected data allowed us to obtain evidence regarding the
evolution of the participants' perception regarding the crucial role of images in children's literature, not only as an emotional
regulator for young readers but also as a creative source for the design of meaningful didactical situations, crossing other
scientific areas, other than the mother tongue, namely mathematics.
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