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Abstract : The paper is part of the research project “Techno-Social Innovation in the Collaborative Economy'', funded by the
Hellenic Foundation of Research and Innovation for the years 2022-2024. The research project examines the normative and
empirical conditions of grassroots technologically driven innovation, potentially enabling the transition towards a commons-
oriented post-capitalist economy. The project carries out a conceptually led and empirically grounded multi-case study of the
digital  commons,  open-source  technologies,  platform  cooperatives,  open  cooperatives  and  Distributed  Autonomous
Organizations (DAOs) on the Blockchain. The methodological scope of research is interdisciplinary inasmuch as it comprises
political theory, economics, sustainability science and computer science, among others. The research draws specifically on
Michel Bauwens and Vasilis Kostakis' model of open cooperativism between the commons, ethical market entities and a partner
state. Bauwens and Kostakis advocate for a commons-based counter-hegemonic post-capitalist transition beyond and against
neoliberalism. The research further employs Laclau and Mouffe's discourse theory of hegemony to introduce a post-hegemonic
conceptualization of the model of open cooperativism. Thus, the paper aims to outline the theoretical contribution of the
research project to contemporary political theory debates on post-capitalism and the collaborative economy.
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