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Abstract : There is a concern about the decrease in football referees globally. A study in Spain has analyzed the factors
affecting a referee's career over the past 30 years through a survey of 758 referees. Results showed the impact of factors such
as threats, education, initial vocation, and dependents on a referee's career. To improve the situation, the federation needs to
provide better information, support young referees, monitor referees, and raise public awareness of violence toward referees.
The study also formed a comprehensive model for federations to enhance their officiating policies by means of data-driven
techniques that can serve other federations to improve referees' careers.
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