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Abstract : Educational reforms have been made from time to time since independence in Kenya. Kenya previously had a
curriculum system coined as 8.4.4, where learners go through 8 years of primary, 4 years of secondary, and 4 years of tertiary
or college education. The 8.4.4 system was very theoretical, examinational oriented, lacked career guidance, lacked I.C.T.
infrastructure and had the pressure for exam grading results to move to the next level. Kenya is now implementing a
Competency Based Curriculum (C.B.C) system of education. C.B.C, on the other hand, is learner based. It focuses mainly on the
ability of the learners, their strengths/likings, not what they are systematically trained to pass exams only for progression. The
academic pressure will be eased, which gives a chance to all learners to pursue their fields of strength and not only those
endowed academically/theoretically. With C.B.C., each learner’s progress is nurtured and monitored over a period of 14 years
that are divided into four major levels (2-6-3-3): 1. Pre-primary education [ppl and pp2]-2 years; 2. Lower-primary [grades 1 -
6]-6 years; 3. Junior-secondary [grades 7 - 9]-3 years; 4. Senior secondary [grades 10 - 12]-3 years. In this paper, we look at
these aspects with regards to C.B.C.: What necessitates it, its key strengths/benefits and application in a developing country;
Implementation, what has worked and what is not working with the approach taken by Kenya education stakeholders during
this process; Stakeholders, who should be involved/own the process; Conclusion, lessons learned, current status and
recommendations going forward.
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