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Abstract : In order to determine how innovation procurement can strengthen public efficiency and foster the modernization of
public services, while at the same time promoting the opening of new private markets, this paper aims to present the two key
instruments  for  the  practice  of  innovation  procurement  at  a  European,  national,  and  regional  level  –  Pre-Commercial
Procurement (PCP), and Public Procurement of Innovative Solutions (PPI). Thus, it starts with a theoretical framework on the
emergence  of  this  topic  in  the  European  Innovation  Policy  (Section  2),  then  continues  with  the  identification  and
systematization of the main mechanisms for its effective adoption, both on the demand and supply side of the market (Section
3), as well as to expose and describe methods and tools for positioning innovation at the heart of public entities. The innovative
projects best distinguished by the European Commission for their good practices in innovation procurement are identified, and
the main methodology for the development and management of innovation procurement – Forward Commitment Procurement
(FCP) – is applied to them in a pioneering way (Section 4). The relevance of innovation in public procurement is systematized
and reflected upon in Section 5.
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