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Abstract : Cities respond to climate concerns mainly through their climate action plans (CAPs). A comprehensive content
analysis of the dynamics in existing urban CAPs is not well represented in the literature. This literature void presents a
difficulty in appreciating the strengths and weaknesses of urban CAPs. Here, we perform a qualitative content analysis (QCA)
on CAPs from 278 cities worldwide and use text-mining tools to map and visualize the relevant data. Our analysis showed a
decline in the number of CAPs developed and published following the global COVID-19 lockdown period. Evidently, megacities
are leading the deep decarbonisation agenda. We also observed a transition from developing mainly mitigation-focused CAPs
pre-COP21 to both mitigation and adaptation CAPs. A lack of inclusiveness in local climate planning was common among
European and North American cities. The evidence is a catalyst for understanding the trends in existing urban CAPs to shape
future urban climate planning.
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