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Abstract : The purpose of my current research, of which this paper form’s part, is to explore the architectural and religious
transformations of Trypiti Bay in the region of Kourion, Cyprus, between the 1st and 6th centuries AD. This research aims to
explore and analyse three different stages in the religious and architectural transformations of the ancient port, with evidence
supporting these transformations from the main city of Kourion and the Sanctuary of Apollo Hylates between the 1st and 6th
centuries. In addition, the research is using historical and archaeological comparisons with coastal sites in the Levant, North
Africa, Lebanon, and Europe in an attempt to identify a pattern of development in the religious topography of Kourion and how
these contributed to change in the use and symbolism of Trypiti bay as an important passageway to religious sanctuaries in the
vicinity of the coast. The construction of Trypiti Bay has been proven, according to archaeological and historical evidence,
gathered throughout Kourion’s fieldwork and archival research, that it served as a natural port for cargos that needed to be
protected from the strong west winds of the area. The construction of Trypiti Bay is believed to be unique to the island as no
similar structure has yet been discovered.
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