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Abstract : While previous researchers have attempted to explain art museums commercialisation with reference to cultural
policies, they have overlooked the phenomenon of globalisation. This study examines the causes and effects of globalisation of
art museums in France. Building on arts literature, we show that the cultural policies of the French government since 1980s of
cultural democratisation, cultural decentralisation, and implementing market principles on the cultural sector are leading to
arts globalisation. Although globalisation is producing economic benefits and enhancing cultural reach, however, the damages
include artistic values and creativity, cultural heritage and representation, and the museum itself. Art museums and host cities
could overcome negative consequences through a hybrid collection display and develop local collections gradually.
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