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Abstract : The study examined awareness of child rights as a determinant of effective student personnel services in public
secondary  schools  in  Southwestern  Nigeria.  It  was  survey  research.  The  sample  comprised  433  teachers,  137  school
administrators, and 968 students who were drawn by simple random sampling techniques. The respondents were given copies
of questionnaires tagged “school administrator/teacher’s awareness of child’s rights and student personnel services elements
inventory.” Key Informant Interview (KII) was also employed. The data were analysed using frequency count, percentages,
weighted average, grand mean, standard deviation, and Pearson Product Moment Correlation, while KII was qualitatively
analysed. The findings of the study revealed that public secondary school administrator awareness of child rights was at a
moderate level, but the awareness of child rights was low among the teachers. The study equally revealed that student
personnel services are moderately provided in public secondary schools in Southwestern Nigeria, but security remains a major
challenge. It was also found that there was a significant relationship between awareness of child rights and effective student
personnel services. It was therefore recommended, based on the findings, that attention should be given to heightening
awareness of child rights among public secondary school administrators and teachers for effective student personnel services.
Copies of the Child Right Act 2003 should also be made available in all public secondary schools in Southwestern Nigeria, as
the study revealed that the documents were not available.
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