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Abstract : Introduction Digitalization of medical education can revolutionize how medical students learn and interact with the
medical curriculum across contexts. With the increasing availability of the internet and mobile connectivity in LMICs, online
medical education platforms and digital learning tools are becoming more widely available, providing new opportunities for
learners to access high-quality medical education and training. However, the adoption and integration of digital technologies in
medical education in LMICs is a complex process influenced by various factors, including learners' perceptions and attitudes
toward digital learning. In Ethiopia, the adoption of digital platforms for medical education has been slow, with traditional face-
to-face teaching methods still being the norm. However, as access to technology improves and more universities adopt digital
platforms, it is crucial to understand how medical students perceive this shift. Methodology This study investigated medical
students' perception of the digitalization of medical education in relation to their access to the Lecturio Digital Medical
Education Platform through a capacity-building project. 740 medical students from over 20 medical universities participated in
the study. The students were surveyed using a questionnaire that included their attitudes toward the digitalization of medical
education, their frequency of use of the digital platform, and their perceived benefits and challenges. Results The study results
showed that most medical students had a positive attitude toward digitalizing medical education. The most commonly cited
benefit was the convenience and flexibility of accessing course material/curriculum online. Many students also reported that
they found the platform more interactive and engaging, leading to a more meaningful learning experience. The study also
identified several challenges medical students faced when using the platform. The most commonly reported challenge was the
need for more reliable internet access, which made it difficult for students to access content consistently. Overall, the results of
this study suggest that medical students in Ethiopia have a positive perception of the digitalization of medical education. Over
97% of students continuously expressed a need for access to the Lecturio platform throughout their studies. Conclusion
Significant challenges still need to be addressed to fully realize the Lecturio digital platform's benefits. Universities, relevant
ministries, and various stakeholders must work together to address these challenges to ensure that medical students fully
participate in and benefit from digitalized medical education - sustainably and effectively.
Keywords : digital medical education, EdTech, LMICs, e-learning
Conference Title : ICDEEL 2023 : International Conference on Digital Education and E-Learning
Conference Location : Amsterdam, Netherlands
Conference Dates : February 06-07, 2023

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Educational and Pedagogical Sciences

Vol:17, No:02, 2023

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 E
du

ca
tio

na
l a

nd
 P

ed
ag

og
ic

al
 S

ci
en

ce
s 

Vo
l:1

7,
 N

o:
02

, 2
02

3 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

ns
.w

as
et

.o
rg

/a
bs

tr
ac

ts
/1

61
38

3.
pd

f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 17(02) 2023 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/161383.pdf

