
The Roles of Parental Involvement in the Teaching-Learning Process of
Students with Special Needs: Perceptions of Special Needs Education

Teachers
Authors : Chassel T. Paras, Tryxzy Q. Dela Cruz, Ma. Carmela Lousie V. Goingco, Pauline L. Tolentino, Carmela S. Dizon
Abstract : In implementing inclusive education, parental involvement is measured to be an irreplaceable contributing factor.
Parental involvement is described as an indispensable aspect of the teaching-learning process and has a remarkable effect on
the student's academic performance. However, there are still differences in the viewpoints, expectations, and needs of both
parents and teachers that are not yet fully conveyed in their relationship; hence, the perceptions of SNED teachers are
essential in their collaboration with parents. This qualitative study explored how SNED teachers perceive the roles of parental
involvement in the teaching-learning process of students with special needs. To answer this question, one-on-one face-to-face
semi-structured interviews with three SNED teachers in a selected public school in Angeles City, Philippines, that offer special
needs  education  services  were  conducted.  The  gathered  data  are  then analyzed  using  Interpretative  Phenomenological
Analysis (IPA). The results revealed four superordinate themes, which include: (1) roles of parental involvement, (2) parental
involvement opportunities, (3) barriers to parental involvement, and (4) parent-teacher collaboration practices. These results
indicate that SNED teachers are aware of the roles and importance of parental involvement; however, despite parent-teacher
collaboration, there are still barriers that impede parental involvement. Also, SNED teachers acknowledge the big roles of
parents as they serve as main figures in the teaching-learning process of their children with special needs. Lastly, these results
can be used as input in developing a school-facilitated parenting involvement framework that encompasses the contribution of
SNED teachers in planning, developing, and evaluating parental involvement programs, which future researchers can also use
in their studies
Keywords : parental involvement, special needs education, teaching-learning process, teachers’ perceptions, special needs
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