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Abstract : Children's formative years are crucial to their growth; it is, therefore, necessary for all the stakeholders to ensure
that the pupils have an enabling quality of life which is essential for realizing their potential. For children to live and grow, they
need  a  secure  home,  nutritious  food,  good  health  care,  and  quality  education.  This  paper,  therefore,  investigates  the
implications of a depressed economy on the classroom learning of Nigerian children as it is clear that Nigeria is currently
experiencing the worst economic depression in several decades, which affects a substantial proportion of children. The study is
qualitative  research,  and  it  adopts  a  phenomenological  approach  where  the  experiences  of  respondents  are  examined
qualitatively. Three senatorial districts in Oyo State were considered, and 50 teachers, both male, and female were chosen
from each senatorial  district  for  an interview through conversational  key informants'  interviews.  The interviewees were
recorded, transcribed, and presented using thematic analysis. Findings showed that more children have dropped out since the
beginning of the year than in previous years. It was also recorded that learning has become challenging as children now find it
harder to acquire learning materials. It was recommended that the government should reimburse early childhood schools to
lessen the effect of the inability to purchase materials and pay school fees. It was also recommended that an intervention be
made to approach and resolve issues associated with out-of-school children.
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